In Profile

Greg Teske, Elders Agronomist
In the latter half of 2020, Elders Agronomist, Greg Teske was invited to install
three Arable Mark 2 units with a selection of his growers.
This was part of a broader trial program which saw 12 Arable devices
deployed with Elders agronomists in key growing regions across Australia.
Greg Teske has been an agronomist with Elders Rural Services for over 22
years. Based in Gatton Queensland, Greg provides vegetable growers with
advice around plant nutrition, pest and disease control and variety selection.
He is always interested to learn about new tools that can help him and his
growers gain better insights into crop management and performance.
Likewise, Greg describes the growers he selected to trial the Arable devices
as, “real innovators, looking to apply technology across all aspects of their
business”.
Devices were deployed at the end of September and beginning of October in
pumpkin, broccolini and watermelon crops in three separate farms (Reck
Farms, Crust Farms and CAF Mischke Farms) across the Lockyer Valley.
We spoke to Greg at the end of last year, to hear what his grower’s
experiences were in using the Arable technology.

Flexibility and convenience
“The first question growers
asked me about the Mark 2
was “Do we need power?”.
Being solar powered was a
real winner, straight up. With
a solar panel, growers can
set
it up
completely
remotely. They loved that.”
“The second thing they
loved is that they can shift it.
It’s not confined or bolted
down to a particular
property. They loved that
flexibility.”
“Growers can put it
anywhere in their paddock.
They may have a low spot
that they want to monitor
more closely – they can just
drop it there, they don’t need
to run a 100m lead to get
power to it.”

Greg Teske with Craig Mildren

Pat Salter, Business Development Manager for Reck Farms is responsible for a
diverse horticultural operation with farms spanning 1000 acres across the
Lockyer, Laden and Brisbane valleys.
“Pat liked the prospect of setting a Mark 2 station up in his crop, hopping on the
phone, opening the app and seeing “right, this is what’s happening on that
farm”.”

Site specific insights
“The growers I advise have farms spread across different valleys. You go from
one farm to the next and the climate differs. The information you get from the
closest weather station can be completely different to what you get out here in
Gatton, Tenthill, Mt Sylvia, Laidley or up the Brisbane Valley. They all have
weather apps, but it’s not THEIR weather. Even a 2°C difference in temperature
has a number of different impacts. That’s why growers are really keen to look at
this machine; it can give them exactly the conditions on their farm.”
“Growers were surprised to see the exact conditions on their property – seeing
just how different their conditions are to what’s being read at the Marberg
weather station. It gets them thinking, We can do things better, even more
precise. We can fine tune spray decisions for their exact conditions.”

Frost alerts
“Having the frost alerts in winter; that’s a very handy tool to have. The Mark 2 can
measure the frost event right in the paddock where they are growing. If the
grower knows a frost event is coming they can start the irrigation to keep the frost
off. The Mark 2 can even keep an eye on your moisture so you don’t over-wet your
crop.”

Remote visibility
“The crop sensing technology is particularly valuable for growers whose
operations are really spread out. Some growers have fields an hour’s drive away.
With the Mark 2, they can look up on the app and save themselves a drive, or
indeed make that decision to drive there and take action, if they can see the crop
is stressing.”
“If they’ve got a Mark 2 device on another property, they can look at the
Chlorophyll and NDVI graphs regularly to see how the canopy is going. If it all of a
sudden collapses, they’ve got to get over there and have a look. It gives them that
awareness.”

More than a weather station
When first picked up, the Mark 2 is recognised for its capabilities as an accurate,
convenient and reliable weather station. The plant metrics and season-long
analytics offer whole new layers of value which Greg was keen to explore in more
detail.
“If we can present the full package of what this machine can do, growers will see
the value of their dollar, for the information they get out of it.”

